Benchmark #6

Research Paper Organizer

Due:  AT THE very BEGINNING OF CLASS, Friday, February 16

As thinkers and writers, we process and organize our ideas in different ways.  Some of us are very structured and need detailed outlines before we write.  Others get all of our ideas down on paper, and figure out the order with arrows, circles, and lots of crossing out.  Respecting that this research paper is a time for figuring out what method works best for you, we are being flexible about this next benchmark.  How you organize your paper is up to you, BUT, you need a method.  You MUST organize your paper before you write, even if you change it up later.

The organizer serves as the bridge between your notecards and the writing of your paper. The process forces you to put your notecards into an order that makes logical sense to your reader. It allows you to focus on the structure of your paper without worrying about the style of your prose.  With a well-crafted organizer, you will find that your paper almost writes itself.  Organization is critical to a Compare/Contrast paper. Because you will be discussing a variety of evidence, you have to be certain that your logic can be understood by the reader. Working from an organizer will simplify your task and enable you to evaluate your own reasoning.

Due AT THE very BEGINNING OF CLASS February 16, you must submit an organizer that captures the order of all of the facts and evidence (from notecards and Benchmark 5) you have gathered.  

The organizer must show:

· Structure of your paper

· Relationship(s) of one idea to another

· Connection(s) to the thesis statement

Some Organizer Options:

· Outline

· Graphic Organizer
· Web
· Something similar to your Banned Books Essay Outline 
Detailed Outline

The outline should follow the traditional hierarchy of:

I.  Roman Numerals for the main sections of your paper.


A.  Capital Letters for the subdivisions of your main sections.



1.  Arabic Numbers will usually correspond to the paragraphs of your paper.




a.  Lower-case Letters will designate the individual facts and supporting details that come from your notecards.

Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer
	Attribute/Topic
	Country 1:  America
	Country 2:

	Affirmative Action


	
	

	
	
	


Other Outline Options…

Parallel Structure:

I. Introduction       


A. Introduce the topic in a way that engages your reader and puts them in the time and place (context) of what you’re talking about.


B. State your thesis. In many cases, the thesis is the last sentence of the introductory paragraph, but you may place it anywhere in the paragraph for reasons of style or in accordance with your teacher’s instructions.       


C. Review the main points of evidence you will cover later in the paper to support your thesis.

II.  First Supporting Argument Statement for AMERICA– this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement.


A.  First Supporting Argument Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the first supporting argument.


B.  More textual evidence if you have it…

III.  Second Supporting Argument Statement for AMERICA


B.  Second Supporting Argument Evidence 

IV. Third Supporting Argument Statement for AMERICA


B.  Third Supporting Argument Evidence 

V. First Supporting Argument Statement for Brazil - this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement.


A.  First Supporting Argument Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the first supporting argument.


B.  More textual evidence if you have it…

VI.  Second Supporting Argument Statement for BRAZIL


B.  Second Supporting Argument Evidence 

Point by Point:

I. Introduction       


A. Introduce the topic in a way that engages your reader and puts them in the time and place (context) of what you’re talking about.


B. State your thesis. In many cases, the thesis is the last sentence of the introductory paragraph, but you may place it anywhere in the paragraph for reasons of style or in accordance with your teacher’s instructions.       


C. Review the main points of evidence you will cover later in the paper to support your thesis.

II.  First Supporting Argument Statement for AMERICA– this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement.


A.  First Supporting Argument Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the first supporting argument.


B.  First Supporting Argument Statement for BRAZIL


C.  First Supporting Argument Evidence 

